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WORK SESSION
OF THE GOVERNING BODY

OF THE BOROUGH OF BLOOMINGDALE

March 4, 2014
The Work Session Meeting of the Governing Body of the Borough of Bloomingdale was held on the above date in the Council Chambers of the Municipal Building, 101 Hamburg Turnpike, Bloomingdale, NJ.   Mayor Dunleavy called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m.

SALUTE TO THE AMERICAN FLAG 
Mayor Dunleavy led the Salute to the Flag.
ROLL CALL
In Attendance:

Mayor:



Jonathan Dunleavy




Council Members:

Anthony Costa

John D’Amato

Richard Dellaripa

Dawn Hudson

Michael Sondermeyer

Ray Yazdi

Professionals

Municipal Clerk:

Jane McCarthy, RMC
Present:

Borough Attorney:

Tracy Wang, Esq.



Borough Engineer:

Paul Darmofalski, P.E.
PUBLIC NOTICE STATEMENT

Mayor Dunleavy stated that adequate notice of this meeting was posted in the Bloomingdale Municipal Building and provided to The Suburban Trends; The North Jersey Herald & News; and all other local news media on January 4, 2014.
PRESENTATION

Presentation by Bloomingdale Board of Education in regard to Referendum on March 11, 2014 

At this time, Mayor Dunleavy welcomed members of the Board of Education who were present to present a slide show on the proposed referendum.  

At this time, School Board President Lauren Grecco spoke of the referendum and the ROD Grant which they will use towards the cost of the project.

School Board Secretary George Hagl went over the items included in the cost of the referendum, i.e. Boiler Replacements at the Martha B. Day and Walter T. Bergen Schools, Security lighting at both schools, stair and masonry work at Martha B. Day at a total cost of $1,341,950; ROD Grant of $536,780 which brings the local share to $805,170.

Mr. Hagl encouraged everyone to come and take a tour of the schools and they will answer any questions in regard to the referendum.

Mayor thanked the Board for their presentation and noted that the elect ion will be March 11, 2014 from 2 p.m. until 9 p.m.

PUBLIC HEARING ON WALTER T. BERGEN WALKING TRACK
At this time, Mayor Dunleavy spoke in regard to the Borough’s applying for a grant for a walking track through Passaic County for an 8’ wide macadam walking track.  He opened up the meeting to a Public Hearing at this time.

Kathy Torsney, 138 Pine Tree Road, (corner of Glenwild and Pine Tree Road) expressed some concern in regard to the lighting at the track and asked if it would be as bright as the DeLazier Field lights which shine into her home.

Mayor Dunleavy stated that the lights at DeLazier Field were first used last year; in the fall we tried to bring a little more accountability to them having them monitored and only on four lights/week and no Saturdays or Sundays.

We are cognizant of the homes in the area and working on adjusting the lights; we have to find a balance.

Councilman D’Amato stated that the lighting should be just in the filed area and the shields over the nights might need to be adjusted; Musco Lighting has been out there and says they are fine but they may have to be adjusted.

Mayor Dunleavy stated that the addition of a track will not add more lighting.

Bob Markas, Provost Lane, noted that he is strongly in favor of this walking track and it is a good addition to the facility.

John Sullivan, 121 Red Twig Trail, also spoke of the lights being directed at the field and not in the homes.

Stephen Witty, Glenwild Avenue, did not feel the need for a trail and spoke of bears in the area.

Mayor Dunleavy stated that there are currently two fields; this plan has been in existence for years; people of all ages can enjoy the ability to walk around a track like that similar to Butler High School track, although this will be just a macadam base; it will be an asset to the community.

Jim Hart, 102 Red Twig Trail, noted he is pleased with the project and its location.

James Digg, 29 Walter Drive, expressed concern over the parking in the cul-de-sac; Mayor noted that this problem has nothing to do with a track; this was an issue pre-lights and pre-track.  We will be talking to our traffic department as to maybe limiting parking on the cul-de-sac.

Mary Rooney, 180 Rafkind Road, thanked the Mayor and Council for this proposed track and having an area where the residents can for a run and appreciates it.

In regard to plowing the track, it will be done by the Borough.

Mark Rooney, 180 Rafkind Road, asked about the process involved once the application is support and Mayor noted it will go to the County for consideration of approval; Mr. Rooney noted he supports this 100%.

James Goodness, 18 Winifred Court, asked what happens if only half of the grant is funded; Mayor noted that we could go to the ROSE fund for additional funding if need be.

Jerome Kerns, Union Avenue, asked how much we are applying for and it was noted that we would be applying for $75,000.

Mr. Kerns spoke of special elections for public opinion if possible. Mayor noted that these are recommendations which are discussed by the ROSE Fund Committee and Recreation Committee and one could attend these meetings to give their input.  If we miss the March 14 deadline, we will not get any funding.  The Borough is fortunate in fact that we only have one outstanding grant from last year’s award.

Mr. Kerns suggested that residents meet with Musco lighting in regard to their concerns; Councilman D’Amato stated that Musco has been out here for any issues and would be receptive to discussing any issues with lighting with the residents and he would personally attend.

Mayor stated that our website has a section where any resident can contact him in regard to any concern and it goes directly to him and he responds to them. All

Since there was no one else who wished to speak under this Public Hearing, Councilman D’Amato moved that it be closed; seconded by Councilman Yazdi and carried on voice vote with all Council Members present voting YES.

Presentation by ROSE Fund Advisory Board

At this time, Jack Miller, Karen Labazetta and Robert Lippi were in attendance and presented the recommendations of the ROSE Fund Advisory Board as per their report dated March 4, 2014.
The committee recommended the 2014 Rose Fund Allocation as follows:
Recreation


30%

Open Space


10%

Maintenance


30%

Discretionary


30%

Mayor thanked the committee for their due diligence and asked the council to approve the recommendations of the Committee.

Councilman Sondermeyer moved to accept the recommendations of the ROSE Fund Committee in their report dated March 4, 2014; seconded by Councilwoman Hudson and carried as per the following roll call:  Council Members:  Costa; D’Amato; Dellaripa; Hudson; Sondermeyer and Yazdi all YES.

EARLY PUBLIC COMMENT

Councilman Yazdi moved to open the meeting to Early Public Comment; seconded by Councilman Sondermeyer and carried on voice vote.
Linda Huntley, 86 Van Dam Avenue, spoke in regard to the salaries of DPW being taken out of the ROSE Fund and asked who is paying for the electricity for the lights at the WTB field.

Mayor stated that the electric bill was $3,200 and Borough is paying it.

Ms. Huntley stated the position was for the organizations that are using the field to pay for it.

Mayor noted that that was never a policy of the Governing Body; Ms. Huntley disagreed.

Mayor stated that if any member of the Governing Body wants to change it, they can put it on the agenda but he is not going to ask the youth organizations to pay for the electricity.

Ms. Huntley stated the lights were metered so that we would know what organizations were using what in electricity.
Linda Shortman, 2 W. Shore Road, asked Councilman Dellaripa his opinion on the School Board Referendum.
Councilman Dellaripa stated that personally he thinks it is a good idea; it is planning ahead and we are getting a ROD grant from the State.  If the boilers fail sooner or later we will have to pay for them; if we pay it over 11 years and get 40% back from the State or wait until they break and have to pay 100% of the cost at that time.

Noted that discussion of closing a school was discussed at a Board of Education meeting; it is too complex to do a study with volunteers and the Board of Education is getting a proposal for a feasibility study from an outside organization.

Discussion as to taking the money for the items proposed out of the surplus per Councilwoman Shortman.

Diana Busse, 28 Reeve Avenue, discussed her concern with the proposed ordinance on fire hydrants and fact would they as a property owner be liable if it was not maintained.
Mayor Dunleavy stat that this ordinance is for someone who willingly obstructs the hydrant, for an example, shovels snow on top of it.  The Fire Department is responsible for shoveling them out and appreciates the residents who do help and shovel them and maintain them.

Jack Miller, Reeve Avenue, stated that Councilman D’Amato had previously stated that they were informed this type of ordinance was not legal and how are you going to maintain it.

Councilman D’Amato stated that our Borough Attorney has stated we can adopt it and this is one way to help the Fire Department if they find someone willingly dumping or obstructing a fire hydrant.

Since there was no one else who wished to speak under Early Public Comment, Councilman D’Amato moved that it be closed; seconded by Councilman Dellaripa and carried on voice vote.
REPORTS OF PROFESSIONALS, DEPARTMENT HEADS, COMMITTEES, LIAISON AND MAYOR’S REPORT

Municipal Clerk
Municipal Clerk noted that the Passaic County Clerk’s office will be in the Borough on the third Thursday of each month from 10 a.m.  Until 2 p.m. to do passport, veteran picture I/D’s etc.

Borough Attorney

Noted that we are very close to finishing up the paperwork for foreclosures.

Borough Attorney noted that the JIF will be hosting a training seminar on March 21, 2014 in the Borough.
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA
Councilman Yazdi moved that the following Consent Agenda be approved:

A.  Approval of Mayor and Council Minutes:  Work Session February 4, 2014 and Regular Meeting February 18, 2014

Councilman Sondermeyer seconded the motion and it carried on voice vote.

PENDING BUSINESS

Second and final reading and Public Hearing of Ordinance No. 2-2014:  Prevent Obstruction of Fire Hydrants (with minor amendments)
AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF BLOOMINGDALE, IN THE COUNTY OF PASSAIC AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING chapter XX, “streets and sidewalks,” article i, “sidewalks,” section 20-2, “removal of grass, weeds, snow and ice,” section 20-2.1, “snow, ice, grass and weeds to be removed,” of the code of the borough of bloomingdale to prevent the obstruction of fire hydrants was given second and final reading and consideration for adoption at this time.
 Councilman Dellaripa moved that the ordinance be read by title; seconded by Councilman D’Amato and carried on voice vote.
The municipal clerk read the ordinance by title:

ORDINANCE    2-2014
OF THE GOVERNING BODY

OF THE BOROUGH OF BLOOMINGDALE

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF BLOOMINGDALE, IN THE COUNTY OF PASSAIC AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING chapter XX, “streets and sidewalks,” article i, “sidewalks,” section 20-2, “removal of grass, weeds, snow and ice,” section 20-2.1, “snow, ice, grass and weeds to be removed,” of the code of the borough of bloomingdale to prevent the obstruction of fire hydrants
BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Bloomingdale, in the County of Passaic and State of New Jersey, as follows:
Section 1.  Chapter XX, “Streets and Sidewalks,” Article I, “Sidewalks,” Section 20-2, “Removal of Grass, Weeds, Snow and Ice,” Section 20-2.1, “Snow, Ice, Grass and Weeds to be Removed,” of the Code of the Borough of Bloomingdale is hereby amended to read as follows:

20-2.1    Snow, Ice, Grass and Weeds to Be Removed.

a. 
Removal.  The owner or tenant of the lands abutting or bordering upon the flag or concrete sidewalks of the public streets of the Borough shall remove all snow and ice from the portion of such sidewalks whereon such lands abut or border within twelve (12) hours after the same shall be formed or fall and all grass, weeds and other impediments within three (3) days after notice to remove the same. (1966 Code § 74-6)
b.
Obstruction of Hydrants.  No person in any manner shall obstruct or prevent free access to any fire hydrant or place or store, temporarily or otherwise, with any object, material, snow, ice, grass, weeds, debris or structure of any kind within a distance of two (2) feet of any fire hydrant.  Any such obstructions, when discovered, shall be removed at once by the Department of Public Works at the expense of the person responsible for the obstruction.  The owner or owners of any real property in the Borough upon which any fire hydrant is located shall maintain the area within a two (2) foot radius of any such fire hydrant free of snow and ice, exclusive of any adjoining roadway.  The removal of snow and/or ice, shall be completed within twelve (12) hours of daylight after the snow has formed or fallen on or around any hydrant.

Section 2.  Chapter XX, “Streets and Sidewalks,” Article I, “Sidewalks,” Section 20-2, “Removal of Grass, Weeds, Snow and Ice,” of the Code of the Borough of Bloomingdale is hereby amended to add § 20-2.5 to read as follows:

20-2.5 
Private Communities. 

Private communities shall be required to remove all snow, ice, grass, weeds and other debris and shall be subject to all requirements, and violations and penalties as set forth herein this section 20-2.  

SECTION 3.
All ordinances or parts of ordinances of the Borough of Bloomingdale inconsistent herewith are repealed to the extent of such inconsistency.

SECTION 4.
If any section, subsection, clause or phrase of this ordinance is for any reason held to be unconstitutional or invalid by any court or competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the remaining portion of this ordinance.

SECTION 5.
This law shall take effect immediately upon final passage, approval and publication as required by law.
Councilman D’Amato move that the meeting be opened to a public hearing on this ordinance; seconded by Councilwoman Hudson and carried on voice vote.

Since there was no one who wished to speak under the Public Hearing, Councilman Dellaripa moved that it be closed; seconded by Councilman Costa and carried on voice vote.

Councilman Dellaripa moved for the adoption of this ordinance; seconded by Councilwoman Hudson and carried as per the following roll call:  Council members:  D’Amato; Dellaripa; Hudson; Sondermeyer; Yazdi and Costa all YES.

INTRODUCTION OF NEW BUSINESS
Adoption of Resolution No. 2014-3.1:  Requiring all Borough Employees to be compensated by Direct Deposit only

Councilman Yazdi offered the following Resolution and moved for its adoption:

RESOLUTION #2014-3.1

OF THE GOVERNING BODY

OF THE BOROUGH OF BLOOMINGDALE 

requiring all borough employees to be compensated by direct deposit only commencing july 1, 2014 in accordance with p.l. 2013, c.28

WHEREAS, on March 14, 2013, Governor Chris Christie, approved P.L. 2013, c.28, which allows municipalities to opt for mandatory direct deposit for all employee compensation on or after July 1, 2014; and


WHEREAS, that bill was codified into law at N.J.S.A. 52:14-15f; and

WHEREAS, the law provides that the Borough Council must approve a resolution or ordinance in order to utilize this law; and


WHEREAS, the adoption of this policy would result in significant cost savings to the Borough; and

WHEREAS, the policy will allow the Borough to conveniently deposit net pay funds into a specific banking institution checking, savings or shared account based on the information provided by each employee; and

WHEREAS, this policy would apply to compensation for all Borough employees; and

WHEREAS, the Borough intends to provide employees who desire assistance with opening an account for purposes of complying with the mandatory direct deposit, with any necessary information.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Bloomingdale, in the County of Passaic and State of New Jersey, that in accordance with P.L. 2013, c.28 and N.J.S.A. 52:14-15f, commending July 1, 2014, all Borough employees will be compensated by direct deposit only.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution shall be forwarded to the Sherry Gallagher, Borough Treasurer, for her information and guidance. 

This Resolution shall take effect immediately.

Councilman Costa seconded the motion and it carried as per the following roll call:  Council Members:  Dellaripa; Hudson; Sondermeyer; Yazdi; Costa and D’Amato all YES.

Adoption of resolution No. 2014-3.2:  Authorization for permanent status for Tax Office Assistant Breeanna Calabro

Councilman Dellaripa offered the following Resolution and moved for its adoption:

RESOLUTION #2014-3.2

OF THE GOVERNING BODY

OF THE BOROUGH OF BLOOMINGDALE
Authorizing Official Employment Status for Tax Office Assistant Breeanna Calabro 

WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of Bloomingdale has been advised by Tax Collector Barbara Neinstedt and Mayor Jonathan that Breeanna Calabro has completed a six-month probationary period on June 1, 2013; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body finds and declares that the Mayor and Tax Collector have determined that Tax Office Assistant Breeanna Calabro is a “valuable asset” to the Borough and has recommended his full-time, official employment status; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the Borough of Bloomingdale does hereby authorize full-time, official employment status for Breeanna Calabro on January 1, 2014.

Councilman Costa seconded the motion.

In response to Councilman Sondermeyer, Mayor Dunleavy noted that Breeanna will have more involvement with assisting in the finance Department in 2014.

The motion carried as per the following roll call:  Council Members:  Hudson; Sondermeyer; Yazdi; Costa; D’Amato and Dellaripa all YES.

Authorization for Road Closure on Hamburg for Little League Parade

Councilman Yazdi moved that approval be given for the closure of Hamburg Turnpike on April 12, 2014 for the Little League Parade; seconded by Councilman Dellaripa and carried on voice vote.

LATE PUBLIC COMMENT

Councilman Sondermeyer moved to open the meeting to Late Public Comment; seconded by Councilman Yazdi and carried on voice vote.

Jack Miller, Reeve Avenue, asked why we used John Ball when approval was given to hire Mike Fitzpatrick to do snow removal.

Mayor Dunleavy stated that DPW Superintendent called Boltzer Landscaping and he and John Ball came into town and gave us one day for snow removal and they did a phenomenal job.
So far our snow removal is $143,613.74; $95,000 over budget and we have used 165 tons of salt.  John Ball got us salt when we couldn’t get any and we got 4.4 tons.  

Linda Huntley, 86 Van Dam Avenue, asked why you hired John Ball when he is a client of yours for insurance.  

Mayor Dunleavy stated that he is not a client of mine and the DPW hired Boltzer Landscaping who John works for.

Linda Shortman, Kampfe Lake, spoke in regard to parking permits which we did an ordinance for and asked how many have we issued; Mayor stated that there are less than 20.  They are enforced by the Police Department and it has been working.
Since there was no one else who wished to speak under Late Public Comment, Councilman Dellaripa moved that it be closed; seconded by Councilman Costa and carried on voice vote.

Authorization for Executive Session

Councilman Dellaripa offered the following Resolution and moved for its adoption:
Borough of Bloomingdale

Passaic County, New Jersey

~ Resolution No. 2013 – 

MOTION FOR EXECUTIVE SESSION 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of Bloomingdale on the 7th day of January 2014 that:

1. Prior to the conclusion of this Official Meeting, the Governing Body shall meet in Executive Session, from which the public shall be excluded, to discuss matters as permitted pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-12, sub-section (s):
(  )     a.  ( )   Confidential or excluded matters, by express provision of Federal law or

State statute or rule of court.

(  )     b.  ( )   A matter in which the release of information would impair a right to receive 




funds from the Government of the United States.



(  )     c.  ( )   Material the disclosure of which constitutes an unwarranted invasion of 






individual privacy.

(x  )     d.  (1 )   A collective bargaining agreement including negotiations.

(  )     e. ( )  
Purchase, lease or acquisition of real property, setting of banking rates or




investment of public funds, where it could adversely affect the public 




interest if disclosed.

(  )     f.  ( )
Tactics and techniques utilized in protecting the safety and property of the 




public, if disclosure could impair such protection.  Investigation of 




violations of the law.

( x )     g. (1 )  
Pending or anticipated litigation or contract negotiations other than in 




subsection b. (4) herein or matters falling within the attorney-client 




privilege.

(  )     h.  (  )  
Personnel matters.

(  )     i.  (  )  
Deliberations after a public hearing that may result in penalties.

2. The time when the matter(s) discussed pursuant to Paragraph 1 hereof can be disclosed to the public is as soon as practicable after final resolution of the aforesaid matter(s).and certified as a true copy of an original.
Councilman Yazdi seconded the motion and it carried on voice vote.

(At this time, the Governing Body went into Executive Session)

RECONVENED

Mayor Dunleavy reconvened the meeting at 9:55 p.m. and noted that no action was taken during the Executive Session.
ADJOURNMENT

Since there was no further business to be conducted, Councilman D’Amato moved to ADJORN the meeting at 9:55 p.m.; seconded by Councilman Yazdi and carried on voice vote.








Jane McCarthy, RMC








Municipal Clerk
